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RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Lorelei H. Oviatt, AICP, Director
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100

Bakersfield, CA 93301-2323

Phone: (661) 862-8600

Fax: (661) 862-8601 TTY Relay 1-800-735-2929
Email: planning@kerncounty.com

Web Address: http://kernplanning.com/

Planning
Community Development
Administrative Operations

August 21, 2018 File: SEIR Oil and Gas

ADDRESSEE LIST ( See Distribution List)

RE: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report for Approved Amendments to Title 19 —
Kern County Zoning Ordinance (2015-C) Focused on Oil and Gas Local Permitting

Dear Interested Party:

Kern County has prepared a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for approved
amendments to Title 19 of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance (2015C) (Ordinance) focused on
Oil and Gas local permitting for text amendments to various chapters, which include site
development standards and permitting procedures for oil and gas exploration, extraction,
operations, and production activities in unincorporated Kern County. The County certified a final
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), and approved the amendments to the Ordinance, on
November 9, 2015.

Several parties filed lawsuits challenging the adequacy of the certified EIR, and the cases were
consolidated before Judge Eric Bradshaw of the Kern County Superior Court (Vaquero Energy,
Inc. et al. v. County of Kern et al., King & Gardiner Farms LLC v. County of Kern et al., and
Committee for a Better Arvin et al. v. County of Kern et al., Kern County Superior Court Case No.
BCV-15-101645, consolidated with Case Nos. BCV-15-101666 and BCV-15-101679). On April
20, 2018, the Court issued a judgment (Judgment) that upheld the EIR in its entirety except for
requiring supplemental analysis under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for two
issues: (i) impacts to rangeland/grazing land, and (ii) impacts from road paving as a potential future
means of mitigation to reduce designated air emissions. The Judgment did not vacate any portion
of the Ordinance or the EIR. Pursuant to the Judgment, the Court issued a writ of mandate (Writ)
to the County that states:

(a) Within 45 days from service of the writ of mandate, County shall transmit to the
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District copies of this court’s Ruling,
this judgment, and the related peremptory writ of mandate.

(b) Consistent with the Ruling and the procedures set forth in CEQA and CEQA
Guidelines, County shall prepare such analysis as is necessary to address the
EIR’s deficient analysis of the Project’s (i) environmental impacts to
rangeland/grazing land, and (ii) environmental impacts from road paving as an air
emissions mitigation measure (“Supplemental Analysis™). In the event the
Supplemental Analysis determines that any such environmental impacts are
potentially significant, the Supplemental Analysis shall identify feasible
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mitigation measures and/or alternatives to mitigate or avoid such impacts
consistent with CEQA’s requirements, unless County makes findings of
infeasibility and overriding considerations as provided by CEQA.

(c) Upon completion of the Supplemental Analysis described in Part 2(b) above,
County shall: (i) reconsider its approval of the Project and its Statement of
Overriding Considerations adopted in connection with that project, in light of any
new information in the Supplemental Analysis, and (ii) take any and all further
action that may be necessary to bring the approval of the project and the related

findings and mitigation monitoring and reporting program into compliance with
CEQA.

Consistent with the Writ, the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department, as Lead
Agency, has prepared a draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR), pursuant to
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, to address potential environmental impacts to rangeland/ grazing
land. Cattle and sheep grazing have historically occurred, and are expected to continue within the
project area, including at locations affected by future oil and gas operations under the amended
Ordinance. As required by the Court, the SEIR will address the project’s potential environmental
impacts to grazing/rangelands and identify feasible mitigation measures and/or alternatives to
mitigate or avoid impacts determined to be potentially significant.

Consistent with CEQA, the County may also make findings of infeasibility and overriding
considerations for any such impacts. The certified EIR provided a comprehensive analysis of all
probable environmental effects of the project, and the Judgment upheld the EIR in its entirety
except for the two narrow issues discussed above. The Vaquero Judgment did not vacate any
portion of the Ordinance or the EIR.

Enclosed is a CD which contains a copy of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report.
A public hearing will be scheduled before the Kern County Planning Commission to receive
comments on the document on November 8, 2018 at 7:00 pm or soon thereafter, Chambers of the
Board of Supervisors, First Floor, Kern County Administration Center, 1115 Truxtun Avenue,
Bakersfield, California.

Comments may be submitted to the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department at
2700 M Street, Suite 100, Bakersfield, California 93301 or Loreleio@kerncounty.com.

Since%i

Loreléi H. Oviatt, AICP Director
Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department
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